MaineMTA Fall Newsletter
SEPTEMBER 14, 2020

Greetings from the President
Dear MaineMTA Members,
I hope this letter finds you and all of those dear to you in good health and
that your fall semester has been off to a good start.
The unprecedented changes sweeping our world have caused great
concerns and anxiety not only for our nation at large but also for all of us
in the world of music. We have seen or heard of teachers seeking creative
ways to improve their teaching online and now, gradually transitioning to a
safe in-person teaching environment. I have also learned from my most
recent meeting at the MTNA Virtual Summit for Leadership, that music
teachers nationwide are facing the same issues we are facing in Maine; that
all of us have had to learn to adapt, to improve our teaching skills by using
all available technological tools and apps; and everywhere we look, we see
teachers helping students and helping one another.
As the President of MaineMTA, I want you to know that our board members and I are here for you. If you
have concerns, thoughts, and suggestions, please reach out to any one of us.
OFFICERS:
President: Gulimina Mahamuti
President Elect: Christine
Immediate Past President: Amy Irish
Secretary: Elizabeth Hasbrouck
Treasurer: Eileen Ringel
VP Membership: Carrie Clement
VP Programs: Jacqueline Savage
CHAIRS:
Certification Chair: Eileen Ringel
Commissioned Composer Chair: Anastasia Antonacas
Biennial Pine Tree Competition Co-Chairs: Amy Irish and Jacqueline Savage
Biennial Piano Monster Festival Co-Chairs: Ginger Yang Hwalek and Christine Kissack
ADMINISTRATORS:
Web Administrator: Eileen Ringel
Webmaster (Technical Issues): Edward Ringel

We hope you and yours continue to be safe and your fall semester is fruitful.
Sincerely,

Dr. Gulimina Mahamuti, DMA, NCTM
www.gulimina.com
President, MaineMTA
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2020 MaineMTA State Performance Competitions
‣ Format: Video
‣ Online Registration - MTNA Deadline: Wednesday, September 16, 2020, 3:00 pm (Eastern Standard Time)
‣ State Level - Video Upload Deadline: Friday, November 6, 2020, Noon (Eastern Standard Time)
‣ Winners will advance to the Eastern Division - Online only Video Competitions
Find more information on the MTNA website at: https://www.mtna.org/MTNA/Enga
‣ MaineMTA State Performance Competitions Chair
Christine Kissack, NCTM
ckissack@me.com
(207) 671-5057
Announcements from VP Programs:
‣ 2020 Fall State Conference, Saturday, October 3, 2020
The MaineMTA fall conference will be virtual this year. The conference will draw on the expertise of our very own
members. Presentations will be pre-recorded and uploaded to the MaineMTA youtube channel for viewing. Videos
will be posted on October 3rd and, we will have more detailed information about the presentations out to you soon.
‣ Teacher Connect
We had a successful zoom teacher connect which connected teachers all over the state of Maine. Discussion
included safely reopening studios to do in-person lessons, how to have better online lessons, positive and
negative experiences this Spring and Summer, and how the MaineMTA can better support teachers in our
State. Because it was so successful we will be doing another one in January. More information to come!
‣ MaineMTA Facebook Group
At the teacher connect, there was talk about trying to be more connected. So I put together a closed group for
Maine Independent Teachers which is sponsored by the MaineMTA.
You can join here!https://www.facebook.com/groups/634458577206304
‣ 2021 MaineMTA Biennial Pine Tree Piano Competition
Purpose: To offer students of MaineMTA members a state-level competition that will encourage them to work
toward their highest potential by recognizing and rewarding their excellence in musical performance.
Where: Gould Academy, 39 Church Street, Bethel, ME
When: Saturday May 1st, 2021 from 8:30AM-5PM
Application deadline is February 1st, 2021; Registration will start on January 1st, 2021
Eligibility: Students must be studying with an active member of MTNA/MMTA at the time of application.
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Entrance: Application and photo consent form is on the website and posted below
Fees:
• $30 for Elementary Divisions, $50 for Junior and Senior Divisions
• Please make checks payable to Maine Music Teachers Association and include the student's full name on the
memo line.
• Send check's to Jacqueline Savage, 400 US-1 North, Suite A, Falmouth, ME 04105
• Pay through paypal to email info@mainemta.org
Award Category:
‣
‣
‣
‣

Early Elementary--Open to students through grade 3. Program not to exceed 5 minutes.
Late Elementary--Open to students in grades 4-6. Program not to exceed 8 minutes.
Junior-Open to students in grades 7-9. Program not to exceed 13 minutes .
Senior-Open to students in grades 10-12. Program not to exceed 18 minutes.

Note: Monetary awards will be awarded based on sponsorship

Repertoire Requirements:
‣ Early Elementary and Late Elementary Division- Competitors will be required to perform two contrasting
pieces: one composition from either the Baroque, Classical, or Romantic/Impressionistic period and one
Contemporary composition of any genre. (No prepared piano, please.)
‣ Junior and Senior Division - Competitors will be required to perform three contrasting pieces: two
compositions from two different periods, Baroque, Classical, Romantic/Impressionistic, and one
Contemporary composition of any genre. (No prepared piano, please.)
For composer suggestions, please visit--&gt;https://www.mtna.org/MTNA/Engage/Competitions/Composer_Classifications/MTNA/
Engage/Competitions/Composer_Classifications.aspx?hkey=258f6312-467f-4aea-b1d0-f0b562bbe07b

IMPORTANT INFORMATION:
Please read the following section carefully before applying to the competition.
‣ All entrants must provide the judges with an original copy of their music. No photocopies of music in
publication will be allowed.
‣ Any names or other identification marks on the music should be covered for the purpose of anonymity.
‣ Judges reserve the right to hear only a portion of the program prepared.
‣ Repertoire must be performed by memory.
‣ First, second, and third place winners may be chosen and will be announced at the end of the competition.
‣ Judges decisions are final.
‣ All trophies awarded will be judged upon the day's performance only. Judges comments will be provided to
individual entrants following the competition.
‣ By submitting students into the competition, teachers are committing to volunteer in some capacity on the
competition day. All participating teachers will be assigned a task.
‣ Winners are invited to perform in the Winner's recital at the end of the day and all participants are expected
to stay for the recital, showing good sportsmanship and support for the winners. Teachers are expected to
remind their participating students of this
For more information, please contact Jacqui Savage at jacquispianostudio@gmail.com
or (207) 232-9893.
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Announcement from Commissioned Composer Chair:
Annie Antonacos, Commissioned Composer Chair, is looking for MMTA members to join this year's
Commissioning Committee. If you're interested in new music and would like to help choose the piece we
commission, please email annieantonacos@gmail.com by September 15. Thank you!

Local Chapter News:
‣ Penobscot Valley Music Teachers Association (PVMTA)

President: Amy Irish
Secretary: Sojourner Crowley
Treasurer: Ginger Yang Hwalek
Regular PVMTA membership fee is $10/year, collected at the first meeting of the school year. Any interested
teacher is welcome to attend one complimentary introductory meeting.
Meeting Schedule for 2020-2021:
Meetings begin at 9:30am with a brief coffee hour, followed by a business meeting, then our scheduled topic.
Sept. 18: Teaching the Baroque Style: Discussion includes the introduction of the Baroque style in a lesson
as well as the interpretation of ornamentation found in specific pieces and the technical challenges of the
Baroque style. (Home of Patty Stowell with optional Zoom participation)
Feb. 5: Teaching Technique to Beginning Students: Discussion on methods and resources that address
beginning technique as well as the practical application in lessons. (Home of Sally Pendleton with optional
Zoom participation)
May 7: Works of Current Female Composers: A review of piano literature by current female composers
that we can bring to our developing students. (Guest speaker and location TBA)
‣ Southern Maine Music Teachers Association:
State and Local Chapter Dues:
• It is that time to send in your dues (first by paying national and then by sending $10.00 into our
Southern Maine Local Chapter
• You can pay by paypal to aprildawn.masse88@gmail.com or send a check to her PO Box below
• Please make your check payable to: Southern MaineMTA
• Mail to: April Masse (Treasurer) PO Box 833, Gorham 04038
• If you have not signed up to be a member of MaineMTA and want to simply support the organization,
please check out the attachment below that Alice put together to help you navigate the process. Feel
free to reach out if you have trouble.
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A Reminder from Your Web Administrator:
MTNA.org and MaineMTA.org keep two separate lists of active members. It would be great if MaineMTA’s
active member webpage could link to a page on MTNA’s website, but MTNA doesn’t maintain a separate
membership page for each state. The upshot is that whenever your address or telephone number changes, you
need to notify both the national and state organizations. Use the Contact tab at the top of the page to contact
MaineMTA. Sorry for the inconvenience.

Guidelines for posting pianos for sale on the MaineMTA website:
Pianos for sale may be posted on the For Members section of the MaineMTA website. A piano for sale must be
in good working order and familiar to the sponsoring member.
❤ 🙂 MaineMTA Donation Page & Amazon Smile 🙂 ❤
Make a contribution to MaineMTA if you can through MaineMTA Donation Page at https://mainemta.org/
donate-to-maine-mta/ or by shopping at Amazon Smile.
Log in: https://smile.amazon.com/
Search for “Music Teachers National Association Inc Maine MTA” in “Oakland, ME”
*** Remember always start at https://smile.amazon.com/ to shop and Amazon will donate 0.5% of the
price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases. ***
We are a 100% volunteer organization so very dollar supports professional development for Maine music
teachers and educational opportunities for students. With your help, we can continue to develop our many
programs and share the gift of music with Maine students. Maine Music Teachers Association is a 501(c)(3)
organization.
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